Is color Doppler ultrasound useful in diagnosing ovarian cancer?
In summary, the emergence of CDUS presented an interesting new technical approach to the study of neovascularization in ovarian cancers. Techniques for CDUS are technically difficult and plagued with artifacts making correct interpretation difficult. Measures of blood flow (such as the resistive index) overlap significantly between ovarian cancers and benign ovarian tumors. Wide differences in estimates of the sensitivity and specificity of CDUS have been published, and fundamental norms such as resistive index also vary greatly among studies. Explanations for these differences are lacking. Most studies were performed in academic centers with referrals of high risk patients. This limits the ability to generalize results to the community. Data are insufficient to include CDUS in diagnostic protocols for ovarian cancer.